Nancy Drue Robinson
January 30, 2012

Nancy Drue Robinson, age 81, went home to be with our Heavenly Father on January 30,
2012. She lived a life of love and kindness with a cheerful spirit. She always had a smile
for every person she met and never an unkind word. She is an angel of the Lord. Nancy
passed away in Georgia where she had moved after retiring from her 41-year career in the
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary library.
Nancy was born on August 9, 1930 to William McKinley and Gladys Robinson in
Auburntown, Tennessee. She was a graduate of Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City,
TN in 1953 and received a degree of Bachelor of Science in Library Science from the
Library School of Peabody College, Nashville. Upon graduation she joined the library of
the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary where she served for 41 years. In 1954, Nancy
came on a train from Nashville to Louisville to start her career as catalog librarian and was
greeted by a room full of foreign language books which needed to be cataloged for the
seminary library. She tackled the job and was successful. In 1971, the Seminary bought a
library computer terminal and Nancy supervised the entering of bibliographical information
into a national database of computer records. In 1981 she served on the Seminary's
facilities self-study committee and proposed additional ramps and elevators to make every
building on Southern Seminary's campus accessible to handicapped personnel. In 19851986 she worked with the Music Librarian to catalog and to label all media in the AV
Library, creating a card catalog where there had been a book catalog, supervising the
typing of about 100,000 cards on memory typewriters. During 1989 through 1991 she
supervised the retrospective conversion of 108,000 book titles from the card catalog
format into computer format in preparation for a library computer system. Prior to Nancy's
retirement, for the last couple years of her career, she drove a mobility scooter to the
library from her apartment on the Seminary campus as a result of the return of polio
symptoms. Nancy has been characterized as the lady with a wonderful smile who never
said she couldn't do something; but instead as a person who always found a way to get
the job done. She was truly a can-do lady!
She was a member of the Joan Sutton Baptist Women at Highland Baptist Church,

Louisville, KY.
She has gone on to join her parents and brother Billy Robinson in heaven.
Nancy is survived by sister Lenora Elizabeth Carroll, brother Franklin Robinson, sister-inlaws Ura Robinson, Samantha Robinson; nieces Beverly Padgett, Marian Boyd, Cynthia
Barrett, Catherine Bartlett; nephews Paul Thomas Carroll Jr, Mike Robinson, Greg
Robinson, John Robinson, Frank Robinson,Jr. and many great- nieces and nephews.
The family will receive friends at 11 am to 1 pm on Saturday, February 4, 2012 at Jennings
and Ayers, Murfreesboro, TN. Funeral services to be held in the chapel at 1 pm with
Interment to follow at Prosperity Cemetery, Prosperity, TN.
Jennings & Ayers Funeral Home; 820 South Church St., Murfreesboro, TN 37130. 615893-2422. Please leave condolences at www.jenningsandayers.com
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Comments

“

So many wonderful memories of Ms. Nancy from Southern. She was a genuine
Christian lady without question, and always made students feel loved and welcomed.
What a dear Saint has entered into the portals of glory. Ms. Nancy, you are loved!

Dr. Lenny Farmer - Smyrna, TN - Southern grad, and friend - February 04, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Such a very sweet lady; we will miss her

Rodney Higgins & Michi - Marietta, GA - son of her half-uncle Gene - February 03, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

My father, Fred Hughes, went to school at Auburn High with Miss Robinson. They
both contracted polio about the same time and he talked about her so much as I
grew up that I almost felt that I knew her. My condolences and sympathy to the
family.

Mary Hughes - Smithville, TN, TN - February 03, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

My wife and I knew Nancy while we lived in Louisville, KY and during the time I
studied at The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary where I received my Master of
Church Music degree and also my Doctor of Music Arts degree. Nancy and Martha
Powell were dear friends through the years as they both worked in the library at the
seminary. We have kept in touch through the years. Even in December 2011 we
received a Christmas greeting from Nancy showing her photo. We remember her
with love and appreciation. She was totally dedicated to her work even with physical
disabilities. But always she had a cheerful smile and an encouraging word. We loved
her. She was a loving, dedicated person and now she is with her dear Lord and
Savior and whole and strong...singing and dancing to the hymn "Lord of the Dance."
What a glorious thought! Thoughts and prayers to each family member and dear
friends of a beautiful lady! Al & Sylvia Washburn, Jacksonville, Florida

Al & Sylvia Washburn - Jacksonville, FL - friends - February 02, 2012 at 12:00 AM

